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FARMER TRUST V, &. 


Kerl 


May it pleaſe your Honovs, J hs — 

K Hope your Honour will excuſe 

1 this Boldneſs of my writeing to 
ſuch a great Gentleman, who 
am but a Country Farmer ; 
but I know your Honour 1s very conde- 
ſcending, and will not refuſe to read my 
Letter becauſe I am ſo much beneath 
your Honour" s Station in Life, nor be- 


Aa! cauſe 


4 Farmer TRusrv's LRT TER 

cauſe I have not ſo much Larning as 4 
great many. Indeed I was a long while 
before I could bring myſelf to write to 
your Honour, becauſe as how I was 
afraid leſt I ſhould ſay any thing that 
was unbecoming ; for tho I ſay it, that 
ought not to ſay it, I was always brought 
up to behave very mannerly towards my 
Betters. But I am a plain honeſt Man, 
who will tell the Truth and ſhame the 
Devil; therefore write I muſt, becauſe 


why, I underſtand: that your Honour is 


likely to hear aBundation of Lies concarn- 
ing our Parſon, Mr Trueman. Gop bleſs 


your Honour for giving him the Vi- 


caridge, for he's as good a Mon as any 
within a hundred Miles, be the other 
who he will. And your Honour knows 
very well which a one Mr Jeremia Swigg 
was, who: was Parfon before Mr Trueman 


| Twice to my cartin Knowledge Parſon 
Swige's Eyes were ſo ſwelled. up with 
Fighting that he could not fee to read 
Divine Sarvice. The firſt Quarrel was at 
the Red Lyon with Squire Bounce's Game- 


keeper, ſomewhat about a Pointer-Bitch, 
but 
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10 Sir WILIIAM Wok rr. 5 


but I forgets the Particulars. The other 
time was about ſome old Beer at the 
ſame Alehouſe. But it matters not to 
trouble your Honour with any further 
Account of theſe Fractions : But this I 
will ſay, ( contradict it who can) that 
Parſon Sw:igg was conſtantly drunk three 
times a Week, at leaſt, either at Home, 
at Squire Bounce's, or at the Red Lyon. 
And many a good time has a Corpſe 
waited in the Church-yard for Hours to- 
gether before he wou'd come to bury it ; 
and when old John Delve the Sexton went 
to call him, if he was drinking he wou'd 
not ſtir an Inch till the Jugg was done; 
and if he was playing at the Cards with 
Madam Bounce, he mult ſtay till the Game 
was up; and his Anſwer to John always 
was, Pugh, what do you plague me 
e now for, there's no Danger of the Corpſe 
e catching cold. Once I remember that 
one of our Neighbours was to have a 
Child chriſten'd, and I was to ſtand God- 
Father, but when we came to the Church, 
though Mr Sigg himſelf had fixed the 
Day, yet there was no Parſon to be found, 
for he had forgot there was a Child to be 

chriſten'd, 
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6 Farmer Traosry's LETTER 


chriſten'd, and was gone ten Miles diſtant 
to fight a Main of Cocks with Sir Simon 
Gamble ; fo we all look'd like a parcel 50 
Fools, and went N 71 


Man and Boy, Lhave now WA in the 
Pariſh and upon your Honour's Farm 
theſe Fifty-two Years; Twenty of whicli 
we had Parſon Swigg among us, and may 
1 never be credited again if I ever heard 
him ſay a Word either to myſelf or any of 
the Neighbours about our Souls, no more 
than it neither Parſon nor People had no 
Souls to ſave. Almoſt all bis Talk is 
about Horſes and Dogs, and News, and 
old Beer, and what other Parſons Live- 
ings are worth, and how much the Tytlies 
may be raiſed. - Yet before he came a- 
mong us I thought for ſure he muſt be 
a rare Man, for I was told as how that 
he brought a Paper called a Teſtimoly, 
or ſome ſuch Name, to my Lord Biſhip, 
fign'd by three other Clargymen, to wit- 
neſs how that he was of ſober Life and 
Converſation, and that he preach'd the 
Doctrines contain'd in the Thirty- nine 
Articles; but inſtead of that, his Life was 

more 
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more fitter for a Heathen than a Parſon ; 
and as to preaching what our Articles and 
Homilies teach us, ſcarce a Man in the 
Pariſh knew there were any Articles and 
Homilies, till good Mr Trueman came 
among us. All that Parſon $wgg us'd to 
to tell us from the Pulpit was, that we 
% muſt do this and do that, and not do 
„the other: and then he would come 
down, and do every thing he told us not 
to do, and do * of. all that week 
he bid us do. 


Sometimes he wou'd preach mortally 
againſt Methodiſſes, and ſay how that 
they were Enemies to Mortality * and to 
good Works. And yet I do aſſure your 
Honour, that this very ſame Parſon Suigg 
in another Sarmon he preached about 
Methodiſſes, told us that they were for 
making Folks righteous over-much, and 
that all thoſe Scriptures which tell us that 
the Friendſhip of the World is Enmity 
with Gop, and which ſpeak of denying 
ourſelves and taking up the Croſs, of 

their 


* ”'Tis probable this won Barmer meant to ſay 
 Mogzality. 
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8 Farmer TRUsrv's LETTER 


their being but few ſaved, of the Inſpira- 
tion of the holy Spirit, and ſuffering Per- 
ſecution for Righteouſneſs-ſake, were not 
intended for our Days; and that he had 
the Authority of ſome my Lord Biſhip 
who wrote a Book about Grace, to ſay, 
that the Operations of the holy Ghoſt 
were long fince ceas'd, © that the Pro- 
e feflion of Chriſtianity was now attended 
« with Eaſe and Honour, and that no- 
* thing more was meant by keeping our- 


© ſelves unſpotted from the World, than 


te uſing the Means of Grace.” 


And now having given your Honour 
this faithful Account of Parſon Sigg, I 
muſt next tell you all about Mr Trueman. 
The firſt Sarmon Mr Trueman made after 
he came to our Village was upon 2 Cor. 
iv. 75. We preach not ourſelves, but 
CHRIST Jesvs the Loxp, and ourſelves 
* your Servants for Jtsus' ſake.” Ah, 
Gop bleſs him, it was a brave Sarmon : 
and he told us how that his Heart yearned 
in Love towards us; that he was willing 
to ſpend and be ſpent for our Benefit; 
that he was the Shepherd and we the 
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Sheep; that he muſt be anſwerable to 
Gop for the great Charge he had taken 
upon him; and that if any Soul among 
us periſh'd thro' his Negligence, that the 
Blood of that Soul would be required at 
his Hands; that he determined to know 
nothing among us but Jxsus CnRIST, 
and him crucified; that he defir'd not 
ours, but us; and that we were all of us 
wellcome to come to his Houſe for Advice 
and Inſtruction whenever we would; or, 
if we choſe it rather, he would gladly 
come to us. 


Ah, he ſaid a deal more that was all 
mighty fine and mighty moving, and 
made a many Folks cry all Sarmon time, 
for we had not been uſed to ſuch preach- 
ing, not we. And ] aſſure your Honour 
he has been as good as his Word, and has 
taken ſuch Pains, and ſet ſuch a good 
Example, that a great many of our Town, 
and all round about too, who were deſpe- 
rate coarſe Livers in Parſon Sw:gg's Time, 
are become ſo religious, and fo arneſt to 
be ſaved, that our Neighbourhood is be- 
come quite another ſort of a Place towards 
what it was. 
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10 Farmer TRuSTY's LETTER 


I am ſure for my Part J have Reaſon 
to thank Gop for. the Alteration that 
Parſon Trueman has made in my Wife 
Deborah; for, to tell your Honour the 
Truth, ſhe was a ſad Termigate ſort of a 
Body, and I had very little Quiet for her, 
Many's the good Day that the Cheeſe was 
not made till N oon, for there was no get- 
ting her up in the Morning till 1 know 
not what time; and when ſhe was up, 
ſhe muſt fit an Hour over her Tea before 
a Char could be done: and then in the 
Evening ſhe mult at it again, and either 
have ſome Goſipping Neighbour with her, 


or elſe forſooth ſhe muſt go a Viſiting. 


But the Loxp be praiſed, for Deborah is 
quite an alter'd Woman: She now always 
gets up when I do, and calls all the Fa- 
mily to Prayers before they go to Work. 
Inſtead of being out of Humour from 
Morning till Night, ſhe is become as meek 
and quiet as a Lamb, and never goes out 
till ſhe has done milking the Kine, and 
then it is always to ſome religious Neigh- 
bour to read a godly Book together, or 
to diſcourſe about that which is good; and 
then ſhe comes home and we have Prayers 


a gain 
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again in the F amily, and get to Bed in 
good Time. 


Well, now I am cartin your Honour 


muſt needs wonder at what I am going 


to ſay, tho” indeed it is actually ſo. That 
there are a great many Folks in our Pa- 
riſh that hate and curſe Parſon Trueman, 
and wiſh he had never come among us, 
and that Parſon Swigg had never gone 
away to the Living that Sir Simon Gamble 


bas given him: particularly Squire Bounce 


1s mortal angry at him, and has never 
been at Church ſince one Sunday not long 
after Mr Trueman came, when he preached 


a Sarmon on 2 Cor. v. 17. to ſhew * that 


« if any Man was in CHRIST he was a 
e new Creature.” And whilſt he was 


ſcribeing to us the new Creature, and 


telling us what a wonderful Change Gop's 
Grace wou'd make in a Man before he 
could go to Heaven, up gets Squire 
Bounce, throws open the Pew-Door, down 
the middle Iſle he walks, ( ſeemingly in 


a deſperate Paſſion, poor Gentleman!) 


whilſt good Mr Trueman went on with 
his Sarmon as readily and mildly as if 
| B 2 nothing 
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nothing had happened. Well, never ſince 
this Time, as I ſaid before, has the Squire 
been at our Church, but he goes every 


Sabbath Morning, and Madam with him, 


to hear one Dr Lucre, who is Parſon 
the next Pariſh, and who refuſed #6 
Mr Trueman's Teſtimolies, and will never 
let him preach in his Pulpit, but when- 
ever he goes to his other Living gets 
Dean Legal to come. But our Squire is 
not contented with ſtaying away himſelf, 
but invites as many of our bettermoſt 
Farmers, as will come, to Dinner every 
Sunday, and ſo inſtead. of going to the 
Houſe of Gop in the Afternoon, they get 
drunk, fitting and talking againſt Metho- 
diſſes and poor Mr Trueman, and ſay as 
how, he is a Thuſa/t, and has brought a 
new Religion into the Pariſh, and that for 
their Parts they are for good Works, and 
for the Church of England. But I am 


ſure I don't know what they mean by.a 
Thuſaſt, and a new Religion, for there 


was no Religion at all among us before 
Mr Truemen came, and he preaches no- 
thing but what he brings his Proofs of 


from the Bible and Common-Prayer Book. 
But 


to Sir William WorTny. 13 


But they ſay to be ſure Squire Bounce is a 
Scollard, and a Juſtis of Peas, and has 
been at the Varſity, therefore he muſt 
know, (though with Submiſſion he can 
*hardly write his Name well enough to 
ſign his Warrants). But if I may be 
ſo bold to give my Opinion, I think it 
1s the Squire's Beef and Pudding and Ale, 
that makes ſo many of them fide with 
him, for in their Hearts they muſt think 
Mr Trueman a better Miniſter than moſt 


in England; and ſo it ſeems they do, for 


when any of them are ſick, or like to die, 
then they are for ſending for him to come 
to them; and, dear Gentleman, he is al- 
ways ready to go, and returns them no- 
thing but Love for Hatred. 


But this is not all, for Squire Bounce 
has turned away two of his Sarvants for 
being Favourers of Mr Trueman; and tho 
he could not. deny but that they were 
faithfull good Sarvants, yet he ſaid he 
wou'd have Nobody in his Houſe that 
was got into that May. And made a 
Propoſal to have a Paper drawn up, and 
that he and ſome of the Be, of the Pariſh 
ſhould ſign it; which Paper was to deſire 
the 
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the Biſhip would call Mr Trueman to Ac- 
count, or turn him out of the Living. 
Now, tho' this was very ill-natured, yet 
I cou'd not help laughing in my Sleeve to 
think what a fooliſh Piece of Work they 
would make of it ; and faid to Deborah, 
« ] warrant they think my Lord Biſhip 
* to be ſuch an one as themſelves; and 
gare filly enough to ſuppoſe, that he 
would be angry with Mr Trueman for 
* preaching at his Church of a Week- 
% day, and going about to the Peoples 
« Houſes, and having them at his own 
« Houſe of a Night, to talk to them about 
their Souls, and pray and ling Praiſes to 
% Gor.” Ah dear, for cartin my Lord 
Biſhip would much rather that all the 
People in the Pariſh would ſpend their 
leiſure Time, when their Work is done, 
after this godly manner, than in the Ale- 
houſe or at the Cards, or in fooliſh Va- 
nity-talk. Tho' I ſay i it, that ſhou'd not 
ſay it, I am not ſo ignorant in this Thing 
as they think me: for tho' I never ſaw a 
my Lord Biſhip but when I was Con- 
farm'd, yet, I thank Gop, I can read 
my Bible, and there I fee in Saint Paul's 

Epiſtles 


i 
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Epiſtles. to Timothy and Titus, that all 
Biſhips are juſt ſuch ſort of Men, and 
ſpend their Time in the very ſame Way, 
and mind this World as little as Mr True- 
man does. So that Squire Bounce wou'd 
get nothing by complaining to my Lord 
Biſhip, but to have our good Miniſter 
praiſed and een. 


Many and many a Tuſsle have I had 
with them at Veſtry-Meetings conſarning 
Mr Trueman ; but I can never get them to 
hear Reaſon: all they ſay is, that my 


Wife is a rank Methody ; and they ſup- 


poſe as how that I ſhall be one ſoon. 
Then they will haye it that Mr Trueman 
makes Diviſions in the Pariſh, and ſets 


Relations at Variance, and drives F olks 


mad; and that he muſt cartinly be wrong, 
becauſe Doctor Lucre, Dean Legal, Parſon 
Guzzledrwn, Parſon Sportſman, Mr Arch- 
denecon Cringer, Dr Doubletongue, and all 
the Parſons about, preach againſt him, 
And I tells them again, that the Reaſon 
there was no Diviſion before was, becauſe 
we were all going wrong and falling into 
the Ditch together ; and therefore, the 
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16 Farmer TRxUST WS LET TR 

more that are now divided out of the 
broad Way which leadeth to Deſtruction, 
the better; and that it is not Mr Trueman 
that makes theſe Variances, but they them. 
ſelves in parſecuting poor godly People, 
and then laying it upon Religion. And 
as to any being drove mad, it is a ſure 
Thing that there were many mad enough 
before, whom Mr Trueman has brought 
to the right Uſe of their Senſes: witneſs 
my Wife for one; and yet they will par- 
ſiſt in it that ſhe, poor Woman, is gone 
beſide herſelf; and tho they faid nothing 
againſt her when ſhe had ever ſo much 
Company to chatter and talk Scandal, yet 
now becauſe ſhe and her Gueſts ſpend 
their Time in a better manner, they ſay 
as how ſhe keeps a Coviticle and a Taber- 
zack in the Houſe, and that if they v were 
as me they would not ſuffer it. * 
Then they tell me, that this Sect 1 
they call it) is every- where ſpoken againiſt, 
at all the Markets and Fairs where they 
go; and they defy me to find many great 
Gentlefolks any where that are for jt pit 
for the moſt part thoſe that get into it are 
a parcel 
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a parcel of. poor, low-bred, ignorant 
Creatures. But 1 thought with myſelf, 
thinks I, why this is juſt ſuch reaſoning 
as was brought againſt our bleſſed Loxn 
himſelf when he was upon earth, for 
while the common pechle beard him gladly, 
it was taunted, *' Have any of the Rulers 
% or of the Phariſees believed on him?“ 
And He ſays in his own Word, © That 
„ Gop has hid theſe Things from the 
« Wiſe and Prudent, and revealed them 
* unto Babes: And that © Not many 
% wiſe Men, not many Mighty, not 
* many Noble are called; becauſe the 
Wiſdom of this World is Fooliſhneſs 
« with Gor; and if any Man will be 
% Wiſe, he muſt become a Fool.” 


* 


Beſides, I have often ſhewed them that 
all they ſay about Parſon Truemar's ſetting 
Relations at odds, and being mad, and 
deceiving the People, was faid againſt our 
Saviour and the holy Apoſtles ; and that 
it is very plain from the ſixth Chapter of 
St Luke's Goſpel, that falie Miniſters and 
falſe Prophets were always well liked and 
well ſpoken of; and that all true and 
canhful Prophets and Miniſters were re- 

C proached 
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proached and parſecuted, and their Names 
caſt out as evil by ſuch as, all the while, 
cried out, The Temple of the Lord, the Tem- 


ple of the Lord; aye and thought that 
they believed Moſes' writings ; and ſaid they 


were of the holy City, and Children of Abra- 
ham; and led much ſtricter Lives too 


than Squire Bounce, or any of his Com- 


panions; yet we find they continued as 


ignorant of true religion as ſo many Poſtes. 


Then as to other Parſons being againſt 
Mr Truematn, I faid, that was a very good 
Mark of his being in the right Way; 
and if they wou'd but ſarch the Scrip- 
tures, they might ſee what a Bondation 
of falſe Prophets there always was in 
compariſon of the true ones; particu- 
larly I beg'd they wou'd look at the 
twenty-ſecond Chapter of the firſt book 
of Kings, and there they wou'd ſee that 
'out of Four hundred Prophets that pro- 
pheſied before his Majeſty, there was but 


one true Prophet: aye, and whilſt the 


others liv'd in Favour, Peace and Plenty, 
that poor Gentleman met with deſperate 
hard treatment among them; for the 
King declared “ that he hated him, be- 

ee 3 *« cauſe 
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ee cauſe he never propheſied good con- 
« carning him, but evil.” And one of 
the falſe Prophets 'that ſtood by had the 
Impudence to give him a ſound Box o 
the ear. When my Wife firſt ſhew'd me 
this Chapter, then I began to ſee how 
the Thing was: and I ſays to her, Ah 
Deborah, now I parceive the true Reaſon 
why Squire Bounce and ſo many Folks 
make ſuch ado againſt Parſon Trueman, 
and thoſe good Gentlemen that come 
and preach for him ſometimes at our 
Church, calling them Troublers of the Peo- 
ple, Movers of Sedition, Peſtilent Fellows : 
Ring-leaders of a Seft, Turners of the World 
upfide-drwn, &c. &t. Alack-a-day, it is 
only becauſe they are like good Mr M:- 
caiah, and will not propheſy Deceits and 
ſmooth Things, nor daub with untem- 
per'd Mortar, as the Scriptures ſays: for 
in all Times whilſt , Prophets propheſy 
falſty, the People love to have it ſo. And if 
they allow Parſon Trueman to be right, 
that wou'd be the ſame as owning them- 
ſelves to be wrong; and that they don't 
like to do.” 


But I find it is quite in vain to reaſon 
with them, for- they are as obſtinate as 
E 3 Mules ; 
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Mules; and my Wife ſays they cannot 
ſee the State they are in, till the Loxp 
gives them Grace, and that they ought to 
be pitied, poor Creatures, becauſe they 
think they are all * 7 788 . ers 
Sarvice. 


1 . 


And now, moſt worthy and honour- 
able S1x, 1 have told you the exact Truth 
how Matters are going on in our Pariſh ; 
and ſo, if ſo be that Squire Bounce (as he 
has threaten'd) ſhould make Complaint 
to your Honour againſt our good Mi- 
niſter, to whom you gave the Living, I 
hope you will not 


the Caſe before you, and in ſaying what 
in Juſtice 1 ought of that worthy injur'd 
Gentleman, eſpecially as I could get no- 
body elſe to do it for me. 


* 


Now I and my Wife Dehorah pray Gov 
bleſs your Honour, and to grant you 
long Life here, and a Crown of everlaſt- 
ing Glory in the World to come. 80 ng 
more at this preſent writing from, | 


3 


Honoured SIR, 
Yaur moſt humble Sarvant, 
Joan Tuusrv. 


think I have done 
what is unbecamipg my Station, in laying 
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EVENING CONVERSATION, &.. 


„ _—_ 8 


Tr HAVE had a melancholy Piece of 


News to Day in a Letter from my 

good Friend Mrs Formal : She tells 
me, that Mr F's eldeſt Son is s certainly 
turned Met hadiſt. 


Second LADY. 

Turned Methodiſt ! Sure you don't ſay 
ſo. I'm certain, if it is true, it will be a 
great Grief to his Parents, who are very 
worthy good ſort of People as ever lived, 
Pray Ma'am did you play Bg? 

Trird Lapy. | 

I aſk leave. Hearts and the King of 

Diamonds. 8 


FovRTH 1 21 
Indeed Mr and Mrs F. are both much 


to be pitied, for they have had a great 


many undeſferv'd Afflictions in their Fa- 
mily.— I think it is but lately that their 


eldeſt Daughter died of a violent Fever, 


and now their Son is turned Metbodiſt.— 
Spadille. 
FIRST 
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| FigsT LAbv. 
I think Ma'am they have another Son 
who is in holy Orders. 
1 SECOND LAV. 
Yes Ma 'am they have 6,1 it was his 
own Inclination td have gone into the 
Army, but there heing à very good Liy- 
ing in the Family; his Father deterthingd 
he . bred to the Church. 
ul Fun Lady 7 
* Ma am what is a Methods/t2 
Founfrx Lavr. 
Indeed 'Ma'am I don't know; for 1 
thank God I never heard them, and an 
er I never mum 7 
Fer LABy, 
0 Lord Ma'am it is 3 very 
bad. I have heard Mr Cæcus, the Sub- 
Dean, who you know generally makes a 
fourth at our private parties, preach two 
excellent Sermons againſt them at the Ca- 
thedral': In the one he told us that their 
doctrines tended to ſet aſide good Works, 
and to countenance all manner of Sm and 
Immorality ; and in the other, he proved 
that they carried Matters a great deal too 
far, inculcated an unneceffary Striftneſs 
_ 9 and were ſo mi hes over- 
Righteous, 
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Righteous, that they denied good Chriſ- 
tians the innocent Amuſements of Life, 
ALL, 
O Shocking + Shocking ! 
SECOND LADY. 
ie this ſtrange Turn that he has 
taken may be conſtitutional, and owing 
to ſome melancholy Diſorder that is in 
the Family; and l'm ſure if this is the 
caſe, there's no Madneſs fo terrible, nor fo 
hard to cure as religious Madneſs ; and 
for my Part, I wifh his Friends would 
conſult ſome able Phyſician, in Time, for 
I'm. really very uneaſy about him, as 1 
look upon Enthufiſm to be O fy, Mrs 
Patchup, how could you bo jo cruel as to 
trump my King? 
FougrH LAbv. 
I éſhould be apt to think as you do 
Ma'am, but 1 have known the Family 
many Years, and never remember any 
thing of this Sort in any of them before; 
beſides, he was always very gay and lively 
till he got into this Way. Don't you re- 
member (Mrs Lurch'em) how we admir'd 
his Dancing laſt Afſizes ? 
FirsT LApv. 


O yes, Ma'am, very well, and at the 
| Races too. Tis really ten thouſand Pi- 
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ties that he ſhould be ſo loſt to the World, 
for I ſuppoſe he'll now baniſh himſelf 
from all Society, except that of a few 
poor moping uncharitable Craters, that 
are more likely to encourage him in this 
unhappy Way, than to do him any good. 
Lord have mercy, Mrs Patchup, will 
40 Trumps never be all out! 


SECOND LAPD. 


As I'm a Chriſtian I was afraid of a 
Sans Prenare. | 
TrikD Lavy. 

Poor young Gentleman! Tis pity he 
ſhould be ſo miſtaken, for I really believe 
he means well. I think his Friends ſhould 
endeavour to force him into Company, or 
to get the Biſhop to ſpeak to him. Ponto. 

FigsT Lapy. 

Mrs Formal mentions in her Letter, 
that his Father got his good Friends Dr 
Daut'em, and Mr Archdeacon Smooth- 
tongue, to endeavour to Reaſon him out 
of his odd Notions, but all in vain— 
(As I hope to be ſaved I had like to have 


revoked; I think you led Clubs Ma'am) 
Well! the Lord defend me from Ex- 


tremes, I am for keeping the middle Way, 
and would have every Body good, with- 
2 out 
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dut making themſelves Particular; but 
People now- a- days muſt be either Saints 
or Devils. 
TI Second LAV 

'Tis ſtrange. that he can't diſtinguiſh 
the Difference between an heated Imagina- 
tion, and rational Religion. 

FouRTH LApx. 

Pleaſe to cut, Mrs Lurchem. Tis I to 
deal. Pray, Ladies, were you at Prayers 
this Morning ? 

ALL. 
O yes Ma'am. 
| Second Lay. 
Did you take Notice of that ridiculous 
Figure, Lady V. in her old turned Da- 
maſk, mended under both Arms ? She ſat 
in the next Pew but one to me. 
TrirD Lap V. 

That I did indeed; and it is ſuch a 
naſty, flimſy, greaſy Dab, that nobody 
would pick it off the Street. I believe ſhe 
has had it above theſe dozen Years, and 
to my certain Knowledge it has been 
both cleaned arid dyed. 

Foukru Lavpy. 

Her Maid told my Maid that ſhe never 
left off a Rag, ſo 0g as it wou'd hang 
on her Back. 
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28 An Evening Converſution 
SECOND LAV. a 
1 looked her full in the Face den! 
turned towards the Altar to ſay the Belief, 
but ſhe refuſed to make me a Curt'ſey. I 
fancy ſhe was in a very ſour Humour, be- 
_ cauſe Mrs M. did not let her paſs by her 
to the Upper End of the Pew. You know 

ſhe's a very proud Woman. 
FourTn Lapy. | 
And ſo was her Mother before her. 
Trikd Lapy. © 5 
I think Ma'am, that you and ſhe are 
not upon viſiting Terms. 
Szcond LAp Tr. f 
No Ma am, neven ſince that little Tiff 
we had at Cards laſt Winter. I'm ſure 
ſhe behaved mpnſtrouſly Rude to me, and 
ſo 1'd have her to kü that I ſhall never 
be ſo mean as to ſtoop. firſt... 
| Foukxru Lapy. 
I think Ma'am you are quite Right to 
ſhew a proper Spirit upon the Oceaſion. 
 ———Trump about. 
Fs Lay. 
For my Part, I make it a Rule never to 
miſs Church Wedneſdays, Fridays, and Saints 
Days, and did not touch a Card all Paſſion 
Week; and if Lady Gadwel/had not come 
to 


* 
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to Town, I queſtion whether 1 ſhould have 
play'd all Lam; however, I gave all my 
Winnings to the Poor. — 0 good r 
I ſhall — N 

SED LAp -. n 


Tho Lady Gadwell is an intimate 
Friend of mine, and I wou'd not fay fo 
before every Body, yet I'm afraid ſhe is 
one of thoſe who haye their Religion to 
chooſe, for ſhe makes no Scruple of cating 
Breakfaſt on a Communion Morning, 
and wou'd fain have had me play at Cards 
on Eofter Eve; a thing: which I thank 
God I never did in all my Life ; but I had 

a very good Excuſe, being engaged to 
drink Tea with Mrs Tarrle, and ald Lady 
Scandal, who you know wou'd neither of 
them Play the Night before the Sacra- 
ment for all the World. S0 our Party 


was put off till mts od On we 
W | 


Tump LApVYV. 
et what between one Thing 8 and 
what between another, I was a good dral 
hurried myfelf during Lady Gadwell's ſtay, 
and -wiſth ſhe had come at fome other 
time; but I bleſs my Stars I always found 


Leiſure to read over the Pſalms and Leſ- 
ſons 
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fons when I did not go to Church, and 
tho' I was unavoidably. engaged Monday, 
Tueſday, Wedneſday, and Thurſday, I went 
thro' the whole Week's Preparation on 
the Friday and Saturday ill. 


Four Lapy. 


I'm ſure Ma'am that's more than could 
poſſibly have been expected, conſidering 
you had ſuch a particular Friend in 
Town. Mattadbres. 

FiksT Lay. 


Pray, Mrs Allbrop, where did you buy 
the Salt Fiſh you had on Friday, it was 
exceeding good? I'm ſure I eat fo prodi- 
giouſly, that I was obliged to take a little 
Surfeit Water before I went to bed. 


1 m very glad you lik d it Ma'am. 1 
bought it at the Corner of the Street, and 
had beſpoke ſome for laſt Medneſday, but 
the Man diſappointed me, ſo I was 
obliged to give two Shillings a Pound for 
Salmon, for Mrs Patchup and Mrs Bolfte- 
rup both know, that I never eat any Fleſh 
Meat, Wedneſdays and Fides in Lent, 
aleo. 

Tur 
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25 Tump LApx. | 
1 remember dining with you, Mrs All- 
we, on King Charls's Martyrdom, after 
we had been twice at Church, and I 
thought your Cook made; the beſt Fiſh 
Sauce 1 ever taſted. 
_ _ Second LApvx. 
For my Part, tho I am as much for a 
prudent Compliance with the World as 
any Body, yet I wonder how People can 
be eaſy whilſt they lead ſuch bad Lives as 
as they do. The World ſurely was never 
more wicked: They actually ſay that 
Mrs. and Capt. D. are much more in- 
timate than they ought to be, and you 
may depend upon it for Truth, for it was 
told me by a Lady, who had it from ano- 
ther Lady, to whom it was communi- 
cated by another Lady of undoubted Au- 
thority, as a moſt profound Secret; fo 


pray Ladies, let it 90 no further * the 
World. 


Arr. 
O no Ma'am, no to be ſure. 
FIRST Lady. 

And good Mrs Formal, in the ſame 
Letter that ſhe relates the unhappy Ac- 
count of poor Mr F's being turned Me- 

thodift, 
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A hoid bereue * 7 
2 ſends me Word, that Lady G. made 
erſelf ſo Particular at cue lat Sabo in 
with Lord B. that they dre the. 
Town's Talk; ard [that Mil'P, has cer 
tainly lain in privately, and that "Sir 
Frunci. is grown immenſely jealou 
of his Wife; but 1 hate Scandal, and 
therefore only mention r J * 


Friends. n . 
f Tas Len Dots 


Ladies, the Pool is out, and my Coach 
Waits, ſhall 1 have the*Pleaſute of 8 
Company to-morrow - Evening after St 
Ams an are over? . 0 

6 Fiabr Lapy. Fa 

„ fancy Mi: Howe all nche of 1 * 
"Bo to 8 Prayers, and as we thak 
meet at Church we can then . ou 


5 Engagements for the . 
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